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Hello, CPC family!  
Summer is winding 
down, kids are back to 

school and there are 
still plenty of oppor-
tunites for you at CPC 
to get involved in the 

life of the church – ei-
ther volunteering in a 
ministry or nurturing 

your-
self and 
meet-
ing oth-
ers in a 
fellow-
ship or 
educa-
tional 
oppor-

tunity. Check out the 
list below for what the 
current opportunities 
are or reach out to me 

and I’ll try to help get 
you plugged in.    

Friendship Sun-
day Ministry Fair – 
September 11  

I would encourage 
you to attend our 
Friendship Sunday 
Ministry Fair on Sep-
tember 11 in McMillen 
Hall, from 11:00 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. There will 
be table displays and 
plenty of people to talk 
to about the many 
ministries of the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Inside this 

Issue: 

I love a good athlet-
ic event and this sum-
mer has been full of 
amazing US and 
World champion-
ships.  I spent this past 
July following the 
World Athletic Cham-
pionships for Track 
and Field. While the 
finish of the Women’s 
Marathon ranks as my 
number one moment 
from the events Ally-

Take That Phone Call 
by ElizaBeth Phillips 

son Felix definitely 
wins Most Valuable 
Player in my book.   

Allyson 
thought she 
was closing 
out an 
amazing 19
-year career 
when she 
won her 
30th medal 
with a bronze in the 
mixed 4x400m race on 

July 15.  But just a few 
days later, while eating 
chicken wings and 

drinking 
root beer 
at home 
with her 
family, 
she re-
ceived a 
call ask-
ing her to 

step in and help her 
(Continued on page 5) 

Opportunity Knocks 
by Sharon MacLean, Engagement Coordinator 
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I have three books in my 
office that are dog-eared, 
marked up, highlighted, and 
falling apart. Those 
three books are the 
Bible, Kneeling in 
Bethlehem by Ann 
Weems and Wishful 
Thinking by Freder-
ick Buechner. I sup-
pose that the condi-
tion of these three 
books bears witness 
to their importance 
in 
my 
life 
and 
min-
istry 
over 
the 
past 
40+ 
years. 

 While on Facebook recent-
ly, I came across a post shared 
by Susan Herman regarding 
the death of  Frederick Buech-
ner just a couple of days earli-
er at the age of 96. As I shared 
this news with Jenny, I found 
myself unexpectedly getting 
emotional as this author, who 
has been a part of my life for 
over four decades, had entered 
the Church Triumphant.   

Buechner was an amazing 
writer, poet, preacher, and the-
ologian who authored 39 pub-
lished books in a career that 
spanned six decades. His 
works could transform your 

Pastor Keith L. DeVries Writes: 

“Dog-eared and Worn Out” 
understanding of the Bible and 
of Christian theology.  I have 
personally been a recipient of 

blessing after bless-
ing when reading his 
books through more 
than 40 years as an 
ordained pastor.  

There are certain authors 
who touch a nerve, a chord, a 
place deep within—a place 
from which you can only give 
thanks and praise for God’s 
gift of their words.  Frederick 
Buechner, along with Ann 
Weems, are those authors for 
me.  Their wisdom and insight 
bless the church and increase 
our collective understanding 
of faith.  They are both saints 
of the church, or as Buechner 
describes that word saint, “In 

God’s holy flirtation with the 
world, God occasionally drops a 
handkerchief.  These handker-
chiefs are called saints.”  So very 
true! 

Thank you Fred, and Ann, 
for being there for me in my 
journey of faith and the jour-
neys of so many more.  Your 
words, your writings, have in-
spired, refreshed, and given 
life to my sermons over the 
years.  They are a gift that con-

tinues to give 
and for which I 
am so grateful.  
I leave you with 
Buechner’s 
writing about 
worship, which 
I shared in my 
sermon the 
Sunday follow-
ing his death.  
“To worship God 
means to serve 
God.  Basically, 
there are two 
ways to do it.  

One way is to do things for God 
that needs to be done—run er-
rands, carry messages, fight for 
God, feed God’s lambs, and so on.  
The other way is to do things for 
God, give things up, tell God 
what’s on your mind and in your 
heart, in general rejoice and make 
a fool of yourself for God the way 
lovers have always made fools of 
themselves for the one they love.” 

May it be so, 

Pastor Keith 
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10:00 a.m.).  

▪ Mission and HART: Satur-
day shower ministry; 
Thursday lunches; Third 
Saturday SOS meal; help 
plan/serve at Alternative 
Gift Market November 5-6. 

▪ Building & Grounds: Dis-
cuss and prior-
itize campus 
needs; Help 
with campus 
projects and 
upkeep; Re-
search feasibil-
ity of installing 
solar. 

▪ Fellowship 
& Nurture: 

Health Ministry Committee; 
Fellowship with a Mariner 
group; Presbyterian Women 
(PW) Bible Study starting 
September 8; Women’s Bi-
ble Study small groups (day 
or evening); Thursday 
morning Men’s Fellowship 
(Zoom); Prayer Shawl Min-
istry. 

▪ Worship: Sanctuary Choir; 
Lay Leaders; sharing your 
Faith Stories. 

▪ Nominating Committee: 
If you would like to volun-
teer on a specific division or 
committee and not be tied 
to a three-year commitment 
as an Elder/Deacon, the 
Nominating Committee can 
help get you plugged in. 

▪ Tech Team: Work approxi-
mately twice montly for 
worship services and occa-
sionally for memorials or 

church and how you might fit 
in. You can talk directly with 
the leaders of these ministries 
and get all your questions an-
swered. And while you’re pe-
rusing all the displays, you can 

enjoy some free ice cream and 
a plethora of 
toppings.               

Keep 
reading for  
many areas 
where you 
can serve or 
be involved. 
If you’re in-
terested and 
want more 
details, 
please reach out to me; I will 
fill you in and get you con-
nected. 

▪ Deacons: Transportation–
drive people to/from 
church periodically; Usher-
ing during Sunday worship
–at least once every other 
month. 

▪ Education/Youth: In need 
of someone to teach Middle 
School and High School 
Sunday School on Sundays 
at 11:00 a.m.  

▪ Food Closet: Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day morning/afternoon and 
Saturday shifts; Thursday 
5:30-7:30 p.m. shift; Food 
pick-up drivers; Phone 
bank. 

▪ Membership & Outreach: 
Greeters to greet worship-
pers before church (9:45-

(Continued from page 1) 

… Opportunity Knocks ... 
weddings running sound, 
projection, and/or 
livestreaming. Must be com-
puter literate, and familiar 
with Microsoft Windows 
and programs such as Pow-
erPoint. Training provided. 
Paid position. 

▪ Miscellaneous: Matthew 
25 team; Earth Care team. 

▪ To look forward to: Ste-
phen Ministry training clas-
ses; various committees and 
event planning leading to 
our Centennial celebration 
in 2023. 

▪ PRAY: Pray for those on the 
prayer list in the Parish 
Notes and ePrayer; Pray for 
CPC members and staff; 
Pray for our community, 
country, and world. 

Look for the “Opportunity 

Knocks” sign-up table after 
worship once a month with 
current opportunities for in-
volvement. Please stop by or 
feel free to send me an email at 
bruce.sharonmac@gmail.com 
or give me a call/text at 916-
213-4179. I’m happy to help 
you get involved and connect 
with leaders of specific minis-
tries. 

mailto:bruce.sharonmac@gmail.com
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“As grace increases to benefit 
more and more people, it will 
cause gratitude to increase, which 
results in God’s glory.”   

2 Corinthians 4:15b  

“They even stole my pil-
low!” M.B. wept as he told me. 
It was November 2008. The 
side of his neck was 
bruised from the kick of 
his assailant. In the middle 
of the night three men had 
broken into the room he 
was renting in a run-down 
house in Memphis. They 
stole his wallet with his 
ID, $10 cash, and his pil-
low. He had no credit 
cards; no bank would dare 
extend him credit.   

I had been working 
with M.B. for months. He 
was soft-spoken, hardened 
by the streets, and 
numbed by drink. Earlier 
in life he had finished his 
master’s degree and had 
just started work on a Ph.D. at 
the University of Tennessee 
when his fiancée was killed in 
a car wreck. He’d spiraled into 
depression after her death, 
triggering a two-decade jour-
ney with self-medicated bi-
polar disorder. Before renting 
the room, he’d been living in 
his van, and I’d helped him 
with groceries, gasoline, and a 
$1.79 fuse to keep his Mazda 
MPV running. I posted bail for 
him after he’d been picked up 
for shoplifting a bag of chips 
because he was hungry. He 

said he was too proud and 
embarrassed to ask me for 
food assistance again. Unfor-
tunately, his bail cost more 
than food.  

He wasn’t particularly like-
able, affable, or friendly, but 
he was persistent. He kept 

knocking on the church door 
and asking me for help. I sup-
pose he trusted that I would 
help if I could. I was his “one 
phone call.” Of course, I had 
my questions about the veraci-
ty of his story and there were 
times I resented being asked---
again---for help. But again and 
again I did try to help.  

I asked a more experienced 
colleague in the Presbytery, 
“How do I know where the 
line is between helping him 
and enabling him?” He looked 
me in the eye and said, “I’ve 

never found that line. If you 
find it, you let me know.” So I 
kept helping M.B.  

Trust is a big question 
when we consider how we 
provide benevolence and di-
rect assistance to people who 
are in need.    

Over the past decade Car-
michael Presbyterian Church 
has changed some of the 
ways we provide help to 
people. We have grown in 
our trust of others. Where 
once we told folks that food 
closet assistance was availa-
ble once per month, up to six 
times a year, now we trust 
and welcome folks to come 
as often as they have need. 
Where once we provided tur-
keys, hams, stuffing, and in-
stant mashed potatoes for the 
holidays, now we provide 
grocery gift cards, trusting 
that recipients will buy what 
is needed and culturally ap-

propriate for their families. 
Where once one of the pastors 
had to accompany folks to the 
gas pump, now we provide 
ARCO gas cards, trusting that 
when they say they need gas 
assistance, that they mean it.  

Trusting those in need is a 
social and political issue as 
well. Debates over TANF 
(welfare), SSI disability pay-
ments, CalFresh (food 
stamps), and universal basic 
income often reveal how far 

(Continued on page 5) 

From Pastor Ivan N. Herman: 

“Growing Trust” 
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we trust people to make deci-
sions about their own needs. 
Poverty is often treated as a 
personal moral failing, rather 
than the moral failure of an 
economic system that rewards 
the rich and further impover-
ishes the poor.  

As Christians, trust is an 
outgrowth of the grace we are 
given in Christ. The Way of 
Christ is a way of grace given 
as a gift. Only because Christ 
is worthy are we considered 
worthy of God’s grace.  Our 
responsibility is to respond to 
that grace with gratitude. 
Trusting others and extending 
them grace is one way we 
show gratitude and model our 
lives on Christ.  

(Continued from page 4) 

… From           
Pastor Ivan... 

team out by running a leg of 
the preliminary races for the 
4x400m women’s relay.  Her 
willingness to say “yes” al-
lowed those who were to 
run the finals to rest. 

Similar to Allyson Fe-
lix, Keira D’Amato the 
current American Record 
holder for the Women’s 
marathon- received a 
call just 16 days 
before the start of 
competition.  
They had a runner drop out 
and asked if she would step in 
to represent the USA in the 
Women’s Marathon. D’Amato 
joined the team with two 
weeks to train and came in 8th 
in a USA 5th, 7th, 8th place 
finish. 

Both women said yes to the 

(Continued from page 1) 

… Phone Call ... 
phone calls and were team 
players. 

This Fall, CPC’s Nominat-
ing Committee will begin 

making calls.  We are 
looking for members 
who are willing to 
share their time and 
talents with CPC in 
many ways.  We will 
be filling Deacon and 
Elder roles.  We hope 
that after prayerful 
consideration that 
you too will say yes 
and join our teams. 

To find out more 
about CPC’s upcoming oppor-
tunities and the roles of the 
Deacons and Elders, you can 
meet with a Nominating Com-
mittee member on Friendship 
Sunday. We will even have 
some root beer to share. 

News from the  
Personnel Committee 

by Dave Studer, Personnel Committee Chair 

     Most of the time, serving on the Personnel Committee is easy 

since we only meet when necessary to discuss staff scheduling, 

evaluations, benefits, and other basic personnel issues. Lately, how-

ever, that has not been the case as the Personnel Committee has 

been tasked with filling several staff positions. Currently, we have 

teams hard at work seeking qualified candidates for Music Director, 

Organist, Praise Music Team Instrumentalists, Youth Coordinator, 

and Audio/Visual Technician.  

The one thing we ask of you, and of ourselves, during this time is patience.  Personnel work often 

takes time as we seek a good match for our needs, with candidates that have the background and 

expertise to fill the positions. We will keep you informed as best we can, but you are always wel-

come to reach out to me or other members of the Personnel Committee if you have questions.  
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A Bit of Our Centennial Story 

Our Church Building (continued) 
by Karen Orlando 

With the church site on 
Marconi Ave. in place from 
the donation of Mr. Hobbs, the 
work was on. Notably fund 
raising had begun.  A far cry 
from our recent Legacy of 

Faith campaigns, a door-to-
door canvas of the community 
was held.  Of course, the com-
munity wasn’t as densely pop-
ulated as it is now.  Jim Dick-
son was one of those who so-
licited funds for Carmichael 
Community Church, literally 
going to every house all the 
way down to Mission Ave.  
“There were very few houses 
and most without money.”  
Barbara McAllister recalled in 
1988.  “My father gave him a 
hundred dollars and told him 
he could not be interested in 
joining the church as he was 
involved in Westminster. Jim 
never forgot that he gave.”  
Having become an affiliate of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
1925, they were able to secure 
a $1,400.00 noninterest loan 
and a $400.00 grant from the 
Presbyterian National Board 
of Mission. Creativity played a 

big part of the fundraising as 
well. The Carmichael Ladies 
Circle raised money playing 
bridge, holding dinners, and 
with a series of dances. They 
raised over $500.00 with much 

of that money set aside to pay 
for the concreting of the base-
ment floor. 

The site of the new church 
had been an olive orchard.  
Except for a few trees removed 
to dig the basement, the olive 
orchard remained. Legend has 
it that due to the hard pan soil, 
a few of the men had some fun 
and used dynamite to get that 
basement dug. Trees or no 
trees.  In the lean years of the 
depression, the olives were 
harvested and sold.  All of the 
olive trees in the patios as of 
1998 were original trees from 
the orchard. 

This was the first church to 
be built in the Carmichael Col-
ony.  Everyone in the commu-
nity shared a great sense of 
pride in the building.  The 
church on the newly paved 
Marconi Avenue would be a 
landmark building in the cen-

ter of a growing, prosperous 
town.  Carmichael would have 
a communal center besides the 
school on Sutter Ave.  
Throughout the summer the 
people in the community 
watched the daily building of 
the church.  People helped 
wherever they could.  One 
young girl remembered sitting 
in the Gambs house, “looking 
across the way they were in 
the throes of putting the frame 
up in the church.” On hot eve-
nings as the Delta breezes be-
gan to blow, neighbors would 
stroll past the church, stop-
ping to see what progress had 
been made that day. 

It was a big day in the com-
munity when Clark and 
Hughes brought the bell from 
Elk Grove to Carmichael. The 
bell came from a Methodist 
church in Elk Grove.  People 
stood and watched, while oth-
ers grabbed the rope on the 
jury-rigged pulley to help lift 
the heavy bell up to the cupo-
la.  The joke  for years was that 
the bell still rang a little bit 
Methodist while being Presby-
terian.  More good fortune 
landed upon our little church 
as they were able to purchase 
pews, as well as the pulpit fur-
niture, from Westminster 
Church for $344.00.  Later, 
when the time came to build a 
lodge for the Scouts, the wood 
came from a Buster Keaton 
(Continued on page 7) 

Stoner Lodge and the original sanctuary of Carmichael Community Church, c. 1927. 
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movie being filmed on the Sac-
ramento River. They had sev-
eral log cabins made of pine 
slabs with the bark still on.  
They were persuaded to let 
the church have sufficient 
slabs to build the scout lodge.  
As the days grew near to the 
completion of the church 
building, the building commit-
tee suggested that a silver-
grey colored paint be used in 
the interior of the church.  
With paint, pews, and a bell to 
ring the community into wor-
ship, the choir practiced, and a 
dedication was planned. 

With great pride from 
members to the community, 
the Carmichael church build-
ing was finally finished. On a 
beautiful warm sunny after-
noon, Sunday, October 23rd, 
1927, the church, beautifully 
decorated with roses, zinnias, 
and chrysanthemums, was 
dedicated.  The bell began to 
ring tolling out the arrival of a 
church in Carmichael Colony.  
“Crowded to capacity, the 
church was filled with people 
of the community, adjoining 
communities and people from 
Sacramento.”  Late arrivals 
continuing to crowd into the 
new sanctuary claimed they 
heard the bells ringing as far 
away as Mission Ave.  Under 
the leadership of Roy Sullivan, 
the choir sang – “Rock of Ag-
es,” “Give,” and “Come, At 
Times, A Stillness.” A male 
quartet sang an original song 

(Continued from page 6) aptly named, “Dedication.” 
The quality of the music was 
such that many people came 
to church just to hear the 
choir.  The Fair Oaks Progress 
reported that the dedication of 
the Carmichael Community 
Church represented: “…the 
spiritual work of a communi-
ty, culminating the efforts of 

… Centennial Story ... 
five years…”  In truth, the 
spirit of God had been at work 
for more than five years.  It 
had started with the three 
mothers in 1918 wanting a 
Sunday School for their chil-
dren.   

Source: Heritage of Faith: A 
75-Year History of Carmichael 
Presbyterian Church  

https://carmichaelpres.org/giving/donate/
https://carmichaelpres.org/giving/donate/
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 Mission Bell Deadlines 

10th of each Month  

for the following month’s issue 

Submit articles to:  
Amy Lerseth, Mission Bell Editor at 

amylerseth@buzzoates.com 

God Calls Us Into Community 
by Misty Dunn Stephen Minister/Leader 

d365, a devotional app that 
I read each day from my 
phone, had this great begin-
ning meditation: 

Inhale: God calls me into 
connection 

Exhale: I am surely not 
alone. 

 

It seems to me that connec-
tion is the answer to most, if 
not all, of the problems and 
disasters in the world—
personal adversities as well as 
the calamities of oppression, 
violence, hatred, etc. God calls 
us into connection, into com-
munity, so together (with God 
and other people) we can af-
fect change. In community we 
can lift each other up.  

God created us to work in 
community, not to try to over-
come our problems by our-
selves. We were created to be 
interdependent, not independ-
ent. We are to first (and con-
tinuously) turn to God, and 
then we are to allow others in 
our community (family, 
friends, church, neighbor-
hood, or organizations as ap-
propriate) to offer help. This 
help might be giving re-
sources, emotional support, 
opportunities to brainstorm, 
vent about our problems, 
and/or a nonjudgmental lis-
tening ear. 

Stephen Ministry offers all 
of that, one-to-one and with 
confidentiality. 

“For where two or three gath-

er in my name, there am I with 
them.” (Matthew 18:20) 

Jesus promises to be with 
us, and when a Stephen Minis-
ter meets one-to-one with their 

care receiver, Jesus is present 
too.  Jesus brings the power of 
his transforming love, and the 
peace, healing, and comfort 
that only God can give. 

As you can see, everyone 
benefits from Stephen Minis-
try.  Those receiving care from 
Stephen Ministers benefit be-
cause they receive prayer and 
support throughout the crisis 
they face.  Stephen Ministers 
benefit through the spiritual 
growth they experience from 
being involved in meaningful 
ministry.  Our pastors benefit 

because caring ministry at 
CPC is expanded, and more 
people will get ongoing help. 
In addition, you benefit from 
the knowledge that special 

care is available to you 
should you need it. 
You have a place 
where you can refer a 
friend, neighbor, 
coworker, relative, or 
anyone else you know 
who is going through 
a difficult time so that 
they can receive Chris-
tian caregiving when 
they need it most.  All 

in all, Stephen Ministry makes 
CPC a more caring place!  

For more information 
about Stephen Ministry, or if 
becoming a Stephen Minister 
is something that you think 
God might be calling you to 
be, please talk to one of the 
pastors or contact one of the 
Stephen Ministry Leaders: 
Misty Dunn (916-484-6631), 
Kelly Holland (916-627-9957), 
Mary Thomas (916-339-2871), 
or John Wallace (916-488-
6977). 
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 You are invited to join us 
as we begin our new PW Bible 
Study with Pastor Keith on 
Thursday, September 8 at 
10:00 a.m. in McMillen 
Hall.  In the 
nine lessons 
of this year’s 
Bible study, 
we’ll consider 
Sabbath: 

▪ as a celebra-
tion, not a day 
of dreary for-
mality 

▪ as God’s intent 
for all of crea-
tion and that in-
cludes busy 
women too 

▪ as one day of the week, per-
haps a Sunday 

▪ as a time to surrender un-
healthy striving and frantic 
busyness, and instead trust 
God will provide 

▪ as a reminder that life is 
precious and working too 
much is against God’s plans 
for our precious lives 

▪ as a day devoted to commu-
nity and justice and not ex-
clusively to self-care 

Lesson One: Sabbath and 
Celebration 

Scripture: Matthew 11:28 -
12:13  

As Lord of the Sabbath, Je-

sus invites all of us who are 
weary to celebrate a Sabbath 
that is more about “yes” than 
“no.”  Is Sabbath a burden 

or blessing?  Some 
of us may be quick 
to call it a burden 
based on negative 
impressions of 
the past.  Others 
may simply not 
know enough 
about it to care.  
The goal of this 
lesson is to 
give us all a 
fresh start on 
the subject of 
Sabbath. In 

light of what we 
learn, we will begin to explore 
what it might mean to accept 
God’s invitation to celebrate 
Sabbath. 

PW Bible Study Books 

Bible Study books will be 
available for $12 at the Sep-
tember 8 PW Gathering or at 
the CPC office. 

PW Circles 

Presbyterian Women meet 
monthly in small group circles 
for Bible study, prayer, fellow-
ship, mission and to nurture 
our faith as we share with one 
another. We also share reflec-
tions, fellowship and prayers. 
We have a morning and an af-
ternoon circle, plus a circle 

that gathers to sew lap quilts 
for emancipated foster youth 
and seniors in care facilities. 

PW Pastor’s Bible Study 

Pastor Keith DeVries leads 
the monthly PW Bible Study, 
sharing insights with us on the 
second Thursdays of most 
months at 10:00 a.m. All are 
welcome. This last year we 
met on Zoom, and are plan-
ning to continue with Zoom 
studies this year, too. 

Join Us 

Do you want to learn 
more? You are welcome as a 
guest at any PW Circle meet-
ing. Please contact Olene 

Chard at 916-485-8951 for 
more information about PW.   

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering and 
Bible Study: Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting 

God’s Gift of Rest and Delight 
by Terry Sakuda 

 

Do you want to learn more 
about what it means to be a 
Matthew 25 congregation? 

 

How about learning more 
about the artists in the 

Sunday live stream slide 
shows? 

 

Or sharing a worship 
service recording with a 

friend? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find all this and more at  

carmichaelpres.org  
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Please lift up in prayer 

these members of our church 

family who have recently 

lost loved ones: 

 Melissa Ferrari and fami-

ly on the loss of her moth-

er, Carolyn Pritchett, on 

July 10. 

 Linda Gracey and family 

on the loss of her daugh-

ter-in-law, MaryBeth 

Gracey, on July 13.  

 The family of Jerri Pefley, 

who passed away on Au-

gust 4.  

 The family of Rev. John 

Stevens, a member of our 

presbytery, who passed 

away on August 10. 

In Our Faith 
Community   The Inclusion 

Task Force at CPC 
is currently reading 
two books, copies 
of which  were giv-
en to the library: 

▪ The Bible’s Yes 
to Same-Sex 
Marriage; an 
evangelical’s 
change of 
heart. (244 
Ach) 

   Mark 
Achtemeier is 
a Presbyterian 
pastor and 
Biblical scholar 
who explores 
what Scripture 
says about ho-
mosexuality. He 
has changed his 
position from 
conservative to 
gay affirmation. 

▪ Unclobber; re-
thinking our mis-
use of the Bible on 
homosexuality. 
(261.82 M)Colby 
Martin re-
examines six Bible 
passages that are 
frequently quot-
ed.  He also tells 
his story of being 
fired from a 
megachurch.  
This new and 
expanded edi-
tion contains 
questions for 

discussion for 
small group 
study.  

     On another 
topic, the CPC Li-
brary was given a 
used copy of: 

• Chicken Soup for 
the Golfer’s Soul  
(796 Can) 

Typical of this se-
ries are essays writ-
ten by many differ-
ent authors, includ-
ing George Bush.  
One entry that 
caught my attention 
was “Putter Devo-
tions” from the sec-
tion on The Nine-
teenth Hole.  It’s 
about a duffer 
who could hardly 
hit the ball,  but 
who went on to 
become a manu-
facturer of golf 
clubs. 

   The church library 
is open on Sun-
days  from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. You are 
welcome to 
browse through 
the shelves and 
pick out something 
to read there or at 
home. Check-out is 
self-serve. During 
the week you can 
ask at the church of-
fice to be let in.  

 

Library Corner 
by Doris Beckert, CPC Librarian 
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Editor’s Note: Dianne Mattar’s name was misspelled in the article published in August 2022 Mission Bell. 
The corrected version is here. 

     Enjoy the beautiful paintings of Dianne Mattar in the CPC Gather-
ing Place through September. Dianne began her career as an educator 
on the East Coast. She has a passion for travel and teaching, which she 
now expresses in her art. After a career in technology, a life-changing 
event gave Dianne the opportunity to reevaluate her values. She began 
to explore her creativity as an expression of her love and appreciation 
of God, her freedom as an American, and her family.  

     You can see Dianne's depth of experience, love of people, and her 
gratitude for God's imagination in her paintings. Her work has been 
honored at many local, as well as international, art exhibits. She hopes 
her art will spark a love of life and adventure, bringing you a bit of joy 
and contentment. Dianne is active in the local community of artists and 

teaches watercolor classes. She takes great pleasure in supporting 
and encouraging other artists of all levels to express their own crea-
tivity without limits.  

     Dianne celebrates life through her artwork. Each piece of art 
starts with an urgency to express her appreciation for God's abun-
dance and our freedom. You can see her passion and emotion in the 
color, line, and texture of her paintings, from bold bursts of color 
expressing joy and exuberance in her flowers to her tranquil land-
scapes reflecting her love of nature. The textures in her paintings 
convey the complexities and layers of life.  

“Celebrating Life" with Artist Dianne Mattar 

     The hard working, always ready to give a hand, Volunteer 

for the month of September is Terry Sakuda. Terry is a long-

time member of CPC. She has been a faithful worker in the 

Food Closet for many years. When I asked old time volunteers 

how long Terry had been showing up to answer phones, sort, 

pack and distribute big grocery bags to our needy neighbors, 

they all said, “She has been coming forever.” She is small, but 

she is mighty. 

     Terry always has a smile and a good word to everyone she 

meets, and she meets a lot of folks around the campus. She has 

been a Deacon who managed the Christmas Gift Ministry pro-

gram, she ushers, and she organized a book study during 

COVID-19. 

Hats off to Terry for the great work she does! 

 Food Closet Volunteer of the Month 

Terry Sakuda 
Food Closet Volunteer of the Month 
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Companionship 

On August 6, 
the Companion-
ship met at the 
Studers’ home for 
a fun evening of 
sharing fondue 
and fellowship. 
Nancy and Dave 
Studer have a 
lovely backyard 
and pa-
tio, and 
Delta 
breezes 
kept 
every-
one 
com-
fortable.  

Af-
ter a 
brief business meeting, we got 
down to dipping into our fon-
due pots and sharing the latest 
news with our table mates. We 
also shared answers (and wild 
guesses) to a list of questions 
about the history of the Pres-
byterian church and how 
many Presbyterians participat-
ed in the founding of our 
country:  very many! Here’s an 
anagram for you: can you un-
scramble the letters in PRES-
BYTERIANS to name a fa-
mous female singer?  

Thanks to the Studers and 
Barbara and Tim Farley for co
-hosting this fun event. 

 
 
 

Scuttlebutt 
News from CPC’s Mariner Ships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Skipjacks 

     There 
were plenty 
of “hot Au-
gust nights”, 
but Skip-
jacks chose a 
mild August 
afternoon 
to view the 
galaxy 
show at 
the CSUS 
Planetari-
um.  We 
saw the first 
images from NASA’s James 
Webb Space telescope.  Most 
of us had seen them earlier on 
the news or online, but that 

didn’t compare with seeing 
them on the 2,500 square foot 
screen on the dome of the sci-
ence building’s planetarium.  
The intrepid astrophysicists 
were:  Tony & Glenda Perrou, 

Bob & Doris Beckert, Debbie 
Cameron, Jan Olsen, and 

Carolee Roach.  Afterwards, 
we adjourned to the Universi-
ty Union for some refresh-
ments, and for expressing our 
awe at NASA’s scientific 
breakthrough that allows us to 
see the edge of the visible uni-
verse, 138.5 billion light years 
away. 

Later in the month a group 
of us helped Barbara Farley 
and her team with the Supper 
On Saturday event at McMil-
len Hall. 

Companionship members share fondue and fellowship on a love-
ly August evening. 

Skipjacks enjoy an outing to the CSUS planetarium. 
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In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
A blend of traditional and contemporary music styles 
provide an opportunity to bring new life to the Word. 
Go to  https://www.youtube.com/c/carmichaelpres or 
search for “carmichaelpres” on the YouTube app or 
your Smart TV.  Plus, watch recordings of past worship 
services any time.  

 

 

Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

All children are welcome and encouraged to attend 
worship. Starting September 11, kids age 4-5th grade 
will be dismissed to their class following the pastor’s 
Time for Young People.  

 

 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Visit and enjoy a cup of coffee and a cookie while you 
browse the Art Exhibit in the Gathering Place or chat 
with friends old and new following worship.  

Sundays @ CPC 

     You can donate flowers to adorn our Sanctuary during worship on Sundays! The 

cost is $35 for one bouquet or $70 for both bouquets. It’s easy to do: Go to https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-sanctuary to choose an open 

date at least one week in advance. Fill in the information requested and submit your 

payment to CPC with “flowers” in the memo line. Or, call the church office and 

we’ll be glad to help you sign up over the phone.  

     This is a meaningful way to remember a loved one or celebrate a special occasion. 

All donors and the people you choose to recognize will be listed in that Sunday’s Parish Notes.  

You can choose to take the flowers home after worship or have our Deacons deliver them to 

someone in need of a bit of cheer.  

Donate Sanctuary Flowers 

https://www.youtube.com/c/carmichaelpres
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-sanctuary
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Our CPC 
Staff 

Remembering that the 

members of Carmichael Pres-

byterian Church are the minis-

ters and missionaries of our 

faith community, our Pastoral 

Staff and Support Team pro-

vide leadership and special-

ized ministries. 

The Rev. Keith L. DeVries 

The Rev. Ivan N. Herman 

Trina Spivack,                        

Accompanist 

Lisa Torgerson,                          

Children’s Ministry Director 

Paul & Mary Camozzi,            

Childcare Providers 

Karen Gray,                                   

Pastors’ Secretary 

Julie Ueltzen,                         

Church Secretary 

Paul Shultz,                              

Financial Administrator 

Ron Morris,                               

Maintenance Manager 

Christian Bolen,                            

Custodian 

Lisa Levering,                              

Wedding Coordinator 

Contact Us 

by phone: 

CPC Office   916-486-9081 

Stephen Ministry  916-486-0604 

Food Closet               916-483-9232 

To leave a voice mail message for a staff person when the office is 

closed, dial 916-486-9081. When the machine answers your call, 

dial the person’s extension.  

Keith DeVries 203 Paul Shultz  205 

Ivan Herman  202 Karen Gray  201 

Julie Ueltzen 200  Lisa Torgerson  204 

Ron Morris 206 

via e-mail: 

Keith DeVries  keith@carmichaelpres.org 

Ivan Herman  ivan@carmichaelpres.org 

Julie Ueltzen  carmichaelpres@gmail.com 

Karen Gray  karen@carmichaelpres.org 

Paul Shultz  paul@carmichaelpres.org 

Ron Morris     ron@carmichaelpres.org 

Lisa Torgerson  lisa@carmichaelpres.org 

Or link to email through our website: www.carmichaelpres.org  

 

 

Responding to God’s love through  

Jesus Christ, we: 

• Welcome all 

• Nurture relationships 

• Grow in faith together 

• Connect with and serve our community and the 
world 

Our Mission 
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