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* CALL TO WORSHIP
Misty Dunn
Leader: Beloved children of God, open your hearts to truth.
People: But we have more questions than answers!
Leader: Beloved children of God, open your hearts to hope.
People: But the world around fills us with more concern than anticipation!
Leader: Beloved children of God, open your hearts to faith.
People: But our hearts are uncertain and struggle with doubt!
Leader: The God who loves us welcomes our questions, our concerns, and our doubts.
People: Therefore, in faith and uncertainty, with questions and convictions
All:
We bring our whole selves to worship the God of love.
* OPENING SONG

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

Havergal & Pharris

CONFESSION AND PARDON
Misty Dunn
Leader: Before we speak, God knows our needs, yet our words open our hearts to God's
grace. We prepare ourselves for God's healing by using words and silence to tell
of all that separates us from God and one another. Let’s pray together:
All:
Everlasting God, we must confess how we have not lived as your people. We
serve many masters—work, wealth, power, popularity—yet find no hope in them.
We struggle with not being right all the time, and wrestle with our lack of
understanding. Give us strength and courage to get our priorities straight: help us
to seek your kin-dom first. Help us to live faithfully and joyfully in the world, and
to be family to the people you call us to serve. Help us also to remember that
our best relationship is the one we have with you.
Silence
Leader: We have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives, now let us be
kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as God has
forgiven us. We are God's beloved children, and will model God's grace and
love in our hearts.
People: We are forgiven! Thanks be to God!
TIME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
(Following the Time for Young People, children age 4-5th grade are invited to Sunday School in Room 206)

“Before the Throne of God Above”

* SONG

Bancroft & Cook

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong, a perfect plea
A great high priest, whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is written on His hands; My name is hidden in His heart
I know that while in heaven He stands no power can force me to depart
No power can force me to depart.
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 16:1-13

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him,
“What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.” 3Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master
is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into
their homes.” 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you
owe my master?” 6He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.” 7Then he asked another, “And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A
hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” 8And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome
you into the eternal homes.
1Then

‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give
you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’
10

SERMON
* SONG

Stirring the Pot
“Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness”

Pastor Ivan N. Herman
No. 314
Glory to God

OFFERING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Thank you, God, for the purpose and meaning of our lives; for your call to serve
and love our neighbors; for the knowledge that we can make a difference
through a smile, a gesture, a gift of time, talent or treasure.
Thank you, God, for moments of pause that frame our lives with spiritual
meaning; morning meditation or evening devotions when we rest in your
presence and recollect, with gratitude, your abundant blessings.
Thank you, God, even for the problems and pain; injustices frustrate and
overwhelm, but also call us to collective action and inspire us to right what is
wrong. Melt our hearts with compassion, God, for the poor, the oppressed, the
marginalized, for all those in need of your saving grace and your liberating love.
Mold us as your hands and feet of action. Make us the answers to our prayers.
Finally, hear us, God of mercy, as we lift our heartfelt concerns to you and pray
silently for those whose specific burdens weigh heavy on our hearts …
United as a community of faith and as the Body of Christ, we lift these prayers up
to you, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Hear us as we join our hearts and our
voices in praying the prayer Christ taught us to pray by saying,
Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
(If you would like to privately share a concern, thanksgiving, or request for healing,
please come to the Stephen Ministry banner on the east wall of the Sanctuary
immediately following the service for individual prayer with a Stephen Minister)

“For These Reasons”

* CLOSING SONG

Brewster

For Your endless love, for the life You gave
For the second chance, for Your priceless grace
For Your healing hands, for the gift of peace
For the blessed hope, and for the faith to believe
For these reasons I praise You
For these reasons I worship You
For these reasons I live to tell of Your love to all the world
* THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
* POSTLUDE
* Please rise in body or in spirit.
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