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* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 98)
Leader: We give thanks to you, God.
People: for you have done marvelous things.
Leader: Let the waters clap their hands.
People: Let the trees dance.
Leader: Let the birds sing for joy.
People: May we remember together,
Leader: today and every day,
People: that you have done marvelous things.
* OPENING SONG

Pastor Ivan N. Herman

“Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”

David Mathews
Kathy Lewin

No. 757
Glory to God

CONFESSION AND PARDON
Kathy Lewin
Leader: We are imperfect. God calls us to be bold, and we seek comfort. God calls us to
love others, and we put ourselves first. God calls us to care deeply, and we
choose to be numb.
Let us be honest with God and each other as we speak our shortcomings
plainly, knowing that our creator hears us and will not turn away.
All:
Almighty God, we have fallen short. We have harbored hate. We have
celebrated the pain of others. We have chosen what is easy instead of what we
know is right. Empower us that we may not grow weary. Teach us that we may
know what is right. We silently name our failures and lay them at your feet now.
Silence
Leader: Beloved, we do not have to be perfect. Christ’s love and God’s grace covers
us. All God asks is that we love the Lord. This love changes us. It defines us. In
Jesus Christ, know that you are forgiven, and your slate is wiped clean.
* RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE
“Gloria Patri”
Traditional
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen, Amen.
TIME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
(Following the Time for Young People, children age 4-5th grade are invited to Sunday School in Room 206)

* SONG

“Cornerstone”
Lijero, Morgan, & Myrin
My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly trust in Jesus’ name
Christ alone, cornerstone, Weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

SCRIPTURE READING
II Thessalonians 3:6-13
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and
labour we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not
because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not
eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any
work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.
SERMON
SONG

PRACTICE! PRACTICE! PRACTICE!
“Together We Serve”

Pastor Keith L. DeVries
GTG #767

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Deacons’ Gift Ministry

Caron Treon

OFFERING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Kind Creator, in the face of a world that feels on the brink of chaos, we take this
opportunity to speak our gratitude that you know us and call us by name. In
you, we find comfort. In you, we find meaning. We cling to your promise that
there is a day coming where there will be no more tears, where we will not labor
in vain. We also recognize that, through the Holy Spirit, we are called to work

All:

alongside you to bring about this new reality. And so, we pray for the world – not
as it will be, but for what it is now.
We pray for those with the power to make decisions that affect others. We pray
for our elected officials. Surround them with wisdom and discernment. We ask
that you protect their compassion and love of justice, may it outweigh any other
factor in their decision process. We also pray for the political divisions in
America. Help us to balance in our hearts and minds loving those who are
different from us and fighting for what we believe is right. May all our actions be
motivated by your Holy Spirit.
We pray for the people of Ukraine, who don’t have enough power to heat their
country as they head into the cold months. We pray for the people of Russia,
who are not being told the truth. We pray for the people of Uganda, who are
fighting an outbreak of the Ebola virus. We pray for the people of South Korea,
who morn those who died in the Halloween stampede in Seoul. We pray for
peaceful transitions of power in Israel and Brazil and around the world.
God, we pray specifically for this community of faith.
As the days grow shorter, show us your light, God. Help us to see the life, love,
beauty and kindness that we encounter on a daily basis. May we cling to the
hope you offer, remembering and rehearsing the history of our faith, which has
been passed down by God’s grace from generation to generation. We entrust
our prayers to you, remembering the saints that have come before us and the
love of Jesus Christ that empowers us. It is in Jesus’ name that we pray in the
way we were taught,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
(If you would like to privately share a concern, thanksgiving, or request for healing,
please come to the Stephen Ministry banner on the east wall of the Sanctuary
immediately following the service for individual prayer with a Stephen Minister)

* CLOSING SONG

“Indescribable”
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea,
Creation’s revealing Your majesty.
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring,
Every creature unique in the song that it sings. All exclaiming,

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing God. All powerful, untamable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees and we humbly proclaim
You are amazing God.
Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go?
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow?
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light,
Yet conceals it to give us the coolness of night? None can fathom,

Story

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name.
You are amazing God. Incomparable, unchangeable,
You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same
You are amazing God.
* THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
* POSTLUDE

“Trumpet Tune in C”

* Please rise in body or in spirit.
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